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Brown v. Board of Education
Case background:

Year: 1954
Chief Justice: Earl Warren
Associate Justices: Hugo Black, Stanley Reed, Felix Frankfurter, William O. Douglas, Robert H. Jackson, Harold Burton, Sherman Minton, Tom C. Clark

In the early 1950s, most public facilities were segregated by race. Laws in Kansas permitted, but did not require, cities with populations in excess of 15,000 people to separate school facilities for African-Americans and whites. With a population under 15,000, the board of education of Topeka, Kansas chose to separate their facilities. Linda Brown and her sister had to walk through a dangerous railroad yard to get to their designated bus stop. Linda Brown attempted to gain permission to go to a school closer to her home so she did not have to walk through the railroad yard everyday. She was turned down by the board of education because the school in closer proximity of her home was for whites only. The Browns sued the board because they felt the board violated the 14th Amendment. The federal district court found the segregation to be detrimental though not to be in violation of the “separate but equal” doctrine. They appealed to the Supreme Court thereafter.
Issues: 
Whether or not the segregated school system deprived students of the equal protection of the laws required under the 14th Amendment and thus violated the Constitution?
Decision:


The nine Justices unanimously decided that “separate educational facilities are inherently unequal.” They also hold that “the plaintiffs and other similarly situated… are… deprived of the equal protection of the laws guaranteed by the 14th Amendment.” They outlawed de jure racial segregation of public education facilities.
Majority Opinion:

Chief Justice Earl Warren delivered the opinion of the Court and said education is a right, which must be made available to everyone on equal terms. Segregation also generates a feeling of inferiority. They concluded that “separate but equal” should not apply to public education.
