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Roe v. Wade
Case background:

Year: 1973
Chief Justice: Warren Burger
Associate Justices: William Douglas, William Brennan, Potter Stewart, Byron White, Thurgood Marshall, Harry Blackmun, Lewis F. Powell, William Rehnquist

Beginning in the second half of the twentieth century, most states took the stance on abortion that it was to be forbidden except when the mother’s life was in danger if not performed. Later, people’s views on birth control and abortion changed and as a result, some states altered their abortion laws in favor of women’s rights. People questioned if the government could interfere with citizens’ sexual matters, and they believed that laws forbidding birth control and abortions invaded their privacy. The Supreme Court previously ruled that married couples have a right to make decisions about their families, and thus, contraceptives could not be withheld from them. In 1970, Norma McCorvev, later to use the alias, “Jane Roe,” became pregnant and wanted an abortion. Being a Texas resident, she was unable to receive an abortion because Texas abortion laws made it a felony since her life was not in jeopardy because of the birth. She challenged the law by filing suit against Henry Wade, the Dallas County district attorney. After a federal district court ruled the law unconstitutional, the case was appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court.
Issues: 

Whether or not Texas’ abortion laws could withhold the right to an abortion without medical advice, verifying the purpose of an abortion is to save the life of the mother.
Decision:


On January 22, 1973 with a 7 to 2 vote, the Supreme Court decided to strike down Texas’ abortion laws. They concluded that the right of personal privacy includes the abortion decision, though the state may impose restrictions on the abortion.
Majority Opinion:


Seven out of the nine Supreme Court Justices found that even though the Constitution does not explicitly mention a right of privacy, a couple of amendments does reserve the right to a mother to decide to end her pregnancy.

Dissent:

The other two Justices concluded that the right of privacy is not an issue in the case and that such an operation is not really private. They finally concluded that the drafters of the Fourteenth Amendment did not intend for it to limit the States’ power to legislate with respect to this matter.
Due Process + 9th and 14th Amendments
